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Introduction 

So much has been happening since the spring of 2020…   Yet, Dr. Qian ‘s 
studio has expanded to a full-time academy with various programs, 
including a junior program specially designed for middle school beginners. 
There is also a new division for saxophone students and the studio has 
been renamed to  “Cyber Single Reed Academy.”  After the hard work and 
excellent learning experience that the CSRA has provided, Dr. Qian is 
celebrating the fruitful achievements of his wonderful students!  
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Letter from Dr. Qian 

 

Dear parents, students, and directors:  

I hope this studio newsletter finds you, your family, and your friends well during this eventful year.    In 
order to protect my private students and their families, as well as my own family,  I stopped in-person 
lessons at the end of February.   I want to give a quick thanks to my determined students, their 
parents,  and their dedicated band directors.   I have lots of great news to share with you, including the 
achievements of the students,  the expansion of the studio, and my own professional developments.   I 
give all the glory to the Lord;  I thank him every day for his grace and his guidance in teaching me how 
to support many wonderful students.   Please do share this newsletter with your friends, relatives, 
family members and teachers.   
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Student News 

Middle School and Junior High Division 

Amanda is a member of the CSRA Junior Program and 
the principal clarinetist at Briarhill Middle School.  She 
placed 16th in both All-District ( among 50 students), and 
the All-Region band (among more than 100 students). 
She also was selected to participate in a woodwind 
quintet featuring the top-ranked woodwinds in the 
Marcus feeder schools.   

One of the directors said: “Wow, Amanda plays so well. 
Grateful that she decided to be a part. Good job, 
Amanda!” 

 

Jimmy is a member of the 
CSRA Premier Program and the 
principal clarinetist at Fowler 
Middle School where he was 
nominated as “Fowler MS Band 
Most Improved Musician” in 
October.  He was selected to be 
a member of the All-Region 
Bands two years in a row, and 
ranked number 5.   Almost 1500 
students tried out for the 

All-Region Band from Frisco ISD, Little Elm ISD, Prosper ISD, and McKinney ISD. L 
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High School Division  

Freshmen  

 

Becca is a member of the CSRA Premier Program and a 
member of the Marcus High School Band. She is the first 
saxophonist to study with Dr. Qian through the 
Program. She was one of three freshmen saxophonists 
to march in the Marcus Band 2020 show, “The Power of 
Progress.” She placed the third chair in the freshman 
region and was the highest-placing tenor sax player 
from the Marcus Bands in the regular region. Since then, 
she has been promoted to Symphonic Band.  

 

 

 

 

Jordan is a member of the CSRA Premier Program and a 
freshman in Marcus High School. She made top chair in 
the Concert Band as well as being the only freshman 
clarinet player. She is one of two freshman clarinets that 
were selected to march  in the Marcus Band 2020 show, 
“The Power of Progress.”   After a 2-week quarantine, 
she learned and performed the whole marching show in 
just four days. She was later rewarded with Marcher of 
the Week at the end of that same performance. Also, she 
has just recently been selected as the seventh chair of 

the freshmen All-Region Band!  
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Madalyn is a member of the CSRA Premier Program 
and a freshman at Marcus High School.   She is 
currently the co-principal clarinetist of the Marcus 
Symphonic band. She is one of two freshmen 
clarinetists who have earned a position in the Marcus 
marching band this year. She also challenged herself 
during Phase Two of TMEA All-State, as the only 
freshman clarinetist from Marcus who competed as 
part of Phase Two with other top clarinetists across 
Texas. Madalyn was also privileged to be one of six Bb 

clarinetists from Marcus bands to qualify for TMEA Phase Two this year.  As a 
result, she was selected as the first chair of the Freshman All-Region band as 
well as a member of the All-Region Concert Band!!   
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Sophomores 

 

Chris is a member of the CSRA Premier Program and the 
principal clarinetist in Lovejoy High school's top band, 
Wind Symphony. He has been ranked No. 1 during the 
TMEA Region 25, Zone 3, Phase One audition, and No. 2 
during the Phrase Two process.  Thus, he becomes a 
member of the All-Region Wind Ensemble.    He performed 
in a live-streamed concert as a soloist for Blue Shades this 
December.  He also earned a position in the Greater Dallas 
Youth Orchestra's Philharmonic this past March. and they 
will be recording Berlioz's Hungarian March soon.  

 

 

 

Madison is a member of the CSRA Premier 
Program and a sophomore at Marcus High School. 
She is the co-principal of the symphonic band. 
She was ranked No. 6 among 50 students during 
the All-State 6A All-Region, Region 2, Zone 1, 
Phase One audition process. She is also ranked 
the highest among the clarinetists at Marcus who 
completed Phase One. She is a member of the 
All-Region Symphonic Band as the result of the 
Phase Two audition process.  

Congratulations to all six Bb Clarinetists from 
Marcus who competed at Phase Two.   
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Juniors 

Caroline is a member of the CSRA Premier 
Program and the principal clarinetist of the 
DeKalb High School band. She has been 
ranked No. 1 and selected as the first chair 
of the All-Region Band for 2020-2021.   She 
has been a member of the ATSSB 3A 
All-State Band for the last two years, 
performing at the TMEA conference in San 
Antonio, Texas, ranking no. 18 and no. 12. 
Caroline advanced to the state level of solo 

and ensemble both freshman and sophomore year. She is also the only high 
school clarinetist in the East Texas Symphonic Band, based in Longview, Texas. 
There she plays among many music educators and professionals.   

 

George is a member of the CSRA Premier Program 
and a current member of the Hebron HS band.   He 
is also in the  GDYO Philharmonic program. He was 
ranked No. 1 during both the All-State  6A 
All-Region, Region 2, Zone 1, Phase One auditions 
and the Phase Two audition process.  He is now the 
principal clarinet of the All-Region Wind Ensemble. 
He has made the TMEA 6A All-State program his 
freshman and sophomore year and is continuing 
his pursuit for a four-year streak at TMEA.  

 

Congratulations to all nine Bb clarinetists from Hebron High School who 
competed in Phase Two! 
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Seniors 

 

Paul is a member of the  CSRA School Program and 
a part of the Lewisville High School Marching Band 
leadership team.  He is also a member of the 
Lewisville High School Wind Symphony (the top 
band). In November, he placed No. 9 among 54 
students during the All-State 6A All-Region, Phase 
One audition process (Region 2).  He was ranked 
No. 10 in Phase Two and is a member of the 
All-Region Wind Ensemble! He has also earned 
consistent top scores during LISD solo and 
ensemble competitions.  

 

There were four 6A All-State senior clarinetists of the Premier Program who 
graduated from their high schools in May and moved on to the next stages of 
their lives with promising futures.     Good luck, everyone!!   Please stay in 
touch!!  

 

Congratulations  to all the students who have auditioned and 

performed!   It’s my pleasure and a great honor to say that I have taught all of 
these students who achieved great things through online lessons.  Thank you to 
all the music directors and parents for their amazing support as well.  My 
students and I could not have achieved this much or have gotten this far without 
your help!! 

(All news published here are with the permission of the students or/and their parents) 
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Dr. Qian and Academy News: during the 
pandemic, everything is Cyber oriented…  
 

1. The Academy website has been redesigned by Dr.Qian himself.  It further 
defines the mission statement of the CSRA. 

2. Dr. Qian was honored to give ten-week master classes for the sax and 
clarinet sections of the Lewisville High School band programs in the fall. 
“Thank you so much to all the directors and students who gave me this 
wonderful opportunity to explore music together!! “ said Dr. Qian. 
Congratulations to all seven clarinet and saxophone students from 
Lewisville High School who competed in Phase Two!!! 

 

3. During the pandemic,  Dr. Qian has reached out to the local communities 
and has given at least 10 free online masterclasses and other services to 
support students who want to continue their music education despite the 
closure of the schools.  More than 50 students in the Dallas area attended 
the events. 

 

4. In the spring of 2021, Dr. Qian has invited a couple of awesome college 
professors, who happen to be his dear friends, to be part of the CSRA in 
weekly guest masterclasses and meetings with the students.   These 
opportunities are extremely unique and prestigious for any private studio 
and its pre-college students to have. This is intended for students who 
want to meet people at the top of the music profession.  Students who 
might want to be a music major in college might also meet their future 
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professors.   More details can be found on this website.   It is free for the 
members of the premier program.   

 

5. Dr. Qian has been invited to give masterclasses in the spring semester at 
the following universities: Arizona State University, Michigan State 
University, University of Denver, University of North Texas, Texas Tech 
University, and the University of Michigan. More details could be found 
here.   

 

6. The first CSRA summer music camp was a great success!  I hope more 
students will take advantage of this great opportunity next summer to 
learn more about the clarinet, music theory, and history.  

 

7. The Academy online store is open and available for students, with great 
music accessories at discounted prices.   The password is “upgrade” (all 
lower case). 

 

8. The Premier Program, the oldest program of the Academy, is the most 
popular program among top high school students and some elite middle 
school students.   Dr. Qian has provided more services for the program, 
which now includes: 

       * Premier professional training combined with a fun learning experience. 

       * Online weekly lesson reports available to the students and their parents. 

       * Free professional-grade clarinet loans when the student's instrument is in 
the repair shop.  Available for up to three days and subject to instrument 
availability.  
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       * Free instructional YouTube videos, provided periodically, that support and 
motivate learning. 

      * Discounts on music books, reeds, and equipment purchases made through 
the Academy online gift store. 

   * Loyalty Program: Though lesson fees typically increase from one year to 
the next, Dr. Qian will never raise the price from the time of the first lesson, as 
long as the student keeps taking lessons weekly.  The student will no longer be 
eligible for this pricing if lessons are suspended for more than five weeks. 

      * Free online masterclasses given by Dr. Qian and guests.  

            * Discount on music camps. 

      * Free college consultation sessions with students and their parents. 

      * Audition support with reference letters and recommendations. 

      * Daily musical support between each lesson if necessary.  

      * Video/audio conferences available with the parents when requested. 

      * Providing additional lessons or instructions on short notice. 

 

9. The Junior Program, the newest program of the Academy has become the 
most popular.  Its goals are helping middle school students to gain a solid 
musical foundation, learn discipline, explore the love of the music, have 
confidence in their abilities, strive to improve, and become strong clarinet 
or/and sax performers for their school programs.  Dr. Qian is also 
passionate about helping students who might have ADD and ADHD 
symptoms to get more focused at school through their music training. 
Please spread the news about it.  
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Parents’ Corner  

Communication with the parents is one of the essential jobs Dr. Qian is doing.   Dr. Qian 
considers all the parents as his “teammates” who help their students to stay productive outside 
of lessons.   Here are some thoughts from Dr. Qian after having some really awesome 
conversations with the parents.   

 

Cane Reeds or Synthetic Reeds? 

Many students quit reed instruments because they cannot find good reeds.  Some students are doing 
extremely well with cane reeds, while others are doing incredibly well with the synthetic ones. Please 
talk to Dr. Qian about what is best for your child.   Cane reeds need reed tools and other equipment to 
maintain.  Synthetic ones are a little pricey. The bottom line is the student should never use “crappy” 
reeds. Every student is different in regard to preference and his or her opinion. 

 

My child is not going to be a music major in college.  Why should I keep supporting him to take 
lessons in high school?   Would the student have time to study other classes and keep all of the 
grades up ?  

I believe in liberal arts education.   The students should receive a well-rounded education, and music 
is an awesome tool to help students reach their full potential as a learner. Learning music is about 
learning disciplines such as patience and confidence  in the face of the academic challenges, learning 
effectiveness, and time management.   The latter one is the number one issue for college freshmen, 
based on my experience after 13 years of college teaching.  The student can develop and refine the 
skill of time management in high school via spending time wisely among ensembles, marching band, 
solos, sports and other academic courses.   

Learning music is not contradicted by any other learning interests.  If the student  is learning music 
well, I believe he or she  is also good at learning other subjects.  So the excuse that learning music 
would “ruin” the grades for other classes is simply not true.  

Staying in the band and developing advanced skills through lessons will give students more 
confidence in this competitive environment and prepare them for the future--even beyond their 
college years.   
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Please stay in touch! 

 

Tips and fun videos of the new year on 
YouTube! 
Reed Adjustment 

Basset Clarinet 

Clarinet Embouchure for the beginner 

 

About  

Website 

 

Special Thanks to: 

Becca, student editor 

 Clayton, chief editor 
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